THE BEACON

FrROM THE PASTOR’S DESK:

3

“Listen, listen, God is calling, through the Word inviting, offering forgiveness, comfort and joy.
Jesus gave his mandate: share the good news that he came to save us and set us free.

Listen, listen, God is calling, through the Word inviting, offering forgiveness, comfort and joy.
Help us to be faithful, standing steadfast, walking in your precepts, led by your Word.

Listen, listen, God is calling, through the Word inviting, offering forgiveness, comfort and joy.”
( -from With One Voice # 712)

This hymn is often sung at Synod events and gatherings. I thought of it as I was putting together my
thought for this Beacon. I believe God is calling two, or more likely three, of us to a very special
ministry among the Body of Christ at Trinity Lutheran. The shape of ministry has changed, and no
longer is it possible for the one ordained pastor to “do” all the ministry of the congregation, and do the
things that he or she must do day to day, and respond to emergencies, etc. The future of most growing
ministries is that it they are a partnership between ordained and lay ministers. I believe this is to be
Trinity’s model.

God is calling from within the congregation of Trinity Lutheran two, or possibly three, Lay Ministers of
Visitation. These Visitation Ministers would make home visits to shut ins and elderly, to those having
difficulty getting to church for any reason, to Nursing Homes and Rehab Centers, offering Communion
when appropriate. Training will be given!!'! With two or three Ministers of Visitation, each would be
making an average of 1 to 2 visits per week at this time.

This would be a ministry on behalf of the congregation of Trinity Lutheran Church. As such, Council
would endorse the names of the Visitation Ministers for training. When training is completed, I would
present the new Ministers of Visitation to the congregation for Commissioning to their new position.

Be in prayer about this... it is a “behind the scenes” type of ministry without a lot of recognition or
glory, but the rewards are great. Every visit brings something different, and bringing the sacrament to a
shut-in is awesome. See if God is calling YOU. Listen...




2 Calling all Thespians... Trinity is forming a Drama Troupe!
If you were involved in drama in school, or just like
watching plays, etfc., or you have ever been told you are a
big “ham," then you are just what we need. We have the
* scripts, the director, the beginning of a cast, now we
need you! Some scripts call for two or three actors, others call for
five or more. This would be an "occasional” ministry.. when a script fit
the day's theme and the actors we have, etc. This can be a lot of fun
and a unique, POWERFUL way to communicate the Gospel. Talk to
Pastor Terry.
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Advent Special Offering
Samaritan Discretionary Fund

The Samaritan Discretionary Fund is a great ministry of Trinity Lutheran Church. I know of
other churches that do not have anything like it, and so are unable to fulfill Jesus’ mandate to
give to the poor and those who need help. But one weakness of our Fund is that we have never
made provision for it to be “restocked.” There is no regular inflow of money to the fund, only
outgo. I have heard some say “Well, the people you give money to are supposed to pay it back.”
To which I say, many of them promise me they will, but I will see it when donkeys fly. Quit
worrying about that, it isn’t going to happen on any regular basis (it hasn’t happened yet in my
almost 3 and '% years here). So the problem remains, how to replenish this fund in order to help
those who fall between the cracks?

This Advent season, there will be an offering basket in the back of the church for the
Samaritan Discretionary Fund. If you wish to contribute to this fund, please place your offering
in this basket during the Advent Season. To receive credit for your offering, either place it in an
envelope with your name on it, or use a check so that it may be credited to your account.

The people that benefit from this fund are varied. In Advent, I will very briefly tell four of
their stories, without revealing any confidential information (which may make for some really
brief stories!)

Thank you in advance for your help in replenishing this important ministry fund. It is one
more way Trinity is out in the community touching lives and helping people.

Pastor Terry




COUNCIL PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE FOR DEcC. 2008/JAN. 2009

Did you ever read something and you just couldn’t get it out of your head? Well a few weeks
ago I read something that I just couldn’t get out of my mind. It was on Friday, October 24th. I began
my day as usual with praying and reading from “Christ in Our Home” devotional. You know, the
small daily devotional that can be found on the table in the Narthex. Anyway... I had just completed
the Bible reading for the day which was Psalm 46. The author brought to light, Verse 7 “The Lord of
Hosts is with us.” He went on to say that there are some people that think of the time that they spend
with a devotional book as “minutes with God”. As I finished reading the page, the prayer concern for
this particular day was for those people who do not welcome God’s presence. That really got me
thinking, are there really such people in our families, churches, work places, communities, etc.? I can
understand not believing in God or not understanding God or perhaps doubting the scriptures, but do
you think that there could be people who know about God, but do not welcome him?? What a terrible
thought. How can these people get through a day, week, month, year? How do they face the really
hard and sad times in their lives? It would be the saddest thing to never have that warm and
wonderful feeling that each of us gets when we know that God is close to us. For me, I get that
feeling each Sunday after receiving communion at the altar rail. I’m sure each of you get the same
feeling many times, perhaps from a favorite hymn or bible verse or maybe during a certain part of
worship service. Can you imagine not wanting God? What a sad thought.

Please pray with me for such people that they will learn to know this awesome and wonderful
loving God that we call Father! Also, if you have never used a daily devotional , please give it a try.
It’s a great way to spend a few minutes with God each day, and it’s free for the taking. Remember our
mission statement, “Be a Beacon Seeking and Reflecting the Light of the Lord!”

Prayerfully yours,
Mike Kropelin
Christmas Eve
Advent . Annual
o :30 pm
Midweek Family Service Congregational
$chedule .
10:00 pm Meeting
Wed., Dec. 3, 7:00 pm Candlelight Service
Trinity, South Newstead Sundqy'
[ ]
Wed., Dec. 10, 7:00 pm Christmas D“! Jan. 25, 2009
First United Methodist 10:00 am 1:00 pm
Wed. Dec. 17 7:00 Celebration of Holy
ed., Dec. 17, 7:00 pm . . . .
St. John'’s Lutheran. Communion, Meetlrlg will begin
Hosted by Trinity sermon by Rev. following a potluck
S. Newstead, Trinity David Weidman lunch. Please plan on
Wolcottsville and St. John'’s (Come as you are!) attending.




“A VIEW FROM THE PEW”

Date: December 2008
Message by Erik Polkowski

“Smile and pass it on”

“Are you any relation to the Polkowski’s from Zion in Clarence Center?” he asked. “Yes. They are my mother,
father and grandmother.” I responded. “I’'m Ed Ingalsbe. I went to Zion for a while.” He proceeded to tell me
about how he started at Trinity, moved away and returned to the area. It was from then that, every week we were
both in church, I would look and greet him, or he would find and greet me. It starts quite simply.

“So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you...” — Mathew 7:12

I was saddened, when earlier this year I saw Ed in the park at a Village event and he explained what his situation
was. He was deciding to move to Batavia to be closer to family. So he explained that we would not see him in
church much longer. So, I was happy that Pastor took the time to acknowledge him and his decision. He always
offered up support and ideas when we spoke. He was a friendly face, warm heart and good strong handshake.
One week, he went back to Zion. I received a call from my parents that afternoon. “Ed was in church today. He
was telling us about meeting you. He was telling us about everything going on there at Trinity”.

“If you then... know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in
heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him.” — Luke 11:13

And what starts with just a handshake and a friendly hello, changes into something more. It is by our own ac-
tions that we show what is important to us and who we are. I think that we are always looking for that big
‘Halleluiah’ moment, when, all we need to look for is the simple moments. When you think about doing unto
others, you think big. It comes up only when the wrong is a big wrong and the forgiveness equal in size. But it is
in the little things too often, that it is overlooked. And it is not just about forgiveness, but of hospitality, respect,
friendliness, hope, peace and love.

The gifts we give are not always in the physical, but often in the spiritual and emotional.

“One man gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds unduly, but comes to poverty.”
— Proverbs 11:24

At this time of year, remember that it was a baby in a simple manger. It was making due with what we have, not
what we don’t. It was giving and receiving. It was about sharing the gifts we were given and the good news.
Share with those around you. Let them know that you care. And when receiving, make sure that the giver knows
that their efforts and goodwill are not in vain, but are truly well received.

“And they will know we are Christians by our love, by our love...” — Hymn

It can be a handshake. It can be a message of support. It can be as simple as a smile. But God’s hope and spirit is
in each one of us to give. It does not have to be a large effort, but a simple one. Ed, thanks for the support.
Thanks for the smiles. Your actions made a difference.

And when once given, pass it on. I was approached in the parking lot after service on a Sunday. “I do miss those
articles in the Beacon you wrote. They always lightened my spirits.” Thanks for reminding me to give what I
have been given. This one’s for you.




LADIES OF TRINTY

The Ladies of Trinity wish
to thank all the participants
in their Thankoffering
Services of Sunday,
November 16th. It was so
rewarding to have a
number of ladies agree to
assist in the services to get
the message out, “Let’s
give thanks to God, who
has bestowed so many
blessings upon us,” as well
as “share your talents with
others, regardless if you
have one or multiple
talents.” The response to
assist the WELCA with
their mission projects was
overwhelming.

The Ladies invite you to
meetings as they gather

the second Monday of
each month at 10:00 am
for a Bible discussion,
(currently they are
discussing Paul’s letter to
the Romans). The
discussion is followed by
a brief business meeting
and then sharing in lunch
or a project of need
around the church (or if
schedules are filled, they
return to their homes).
You are cordially invited
to join us for a portion of,
or the entire time of
gathering.

Some people have been
asking, “What’s up with
the Ladies’ Christmas
Party?” It seems with the

very busy schedule of
Christmas and other social
events, that it is best for
the Ladies to offer a “Post-
Holiday Party”. A few of
the women have been
talking and agree that the
end of January or
beginning of February
would be a great time as
people are getting tired of
the weather and being
confined to their homes.
Watch your Beacon and
Sunday bulletins for
further information on this
gathering.

The Ladies discussed at
their last meeting the idea
of setting up a calendar
booklet to let everyone

know of what the TLCW
is planning for 2009.
This is a discussion that
will take place at their
January meeting, Mon.,
January 12, 2009. The
Ladies encourage
anyone with ideas for
fund raising or social
events to please get your
ideas to Sue Campbell-
Kidder, Donna Kumpf,
Helen Smith or Betty
Sugg. Also, any ideas
for their Post-Holiday
Party are most
welcomed and will be
considered.

PRAYER SHAWL GROUP

Trinity’s Prayer Shawl Group group is considering
invites anyone who is a changing their meeting
crocheter or a knitter to gather schedule to day-time. If you
with them at Trinity to would like to join this group
assemble some finished and prefer the morning/
squares. All are most welcome afternoon time, please

to join in time of prayer and
assembling blocks. The group
has given away over 50 quilts
in their brief time of meeting.
Due to the winter months of
weather,

unpredictable

Beacon and
announcements
the info.

contact Jane Dorr.
meeting for December has
been cancelled. Watch the

for more

The

Sunday

A NOTE FROM THE TREASURER

2008. (Diane Vogt)

Please be sure to turn in any receipts that require reimbursement prior
to December 31, 2008, so that such expense can be calculated into the
2008 budget year. This would include payment of your bond interest.
(Lisa Kaminski)

Also, should you wish to make a contribution to count for 2008,
receipt of your donation would be required by Sunday, December 28",




THANKS VBS KIDS!

A special thank you was received from the ELCA
Foundation for the gift of $60. This gift was from the
Living Waters collection during Vacation Bible School this
summer. The kids dropped change and dollar bills into the
“pool”.

The kids will be happy to know that it was gratefully
received. It will help make a difference in the world in ways
such as: providing nutrition and sustainable income sources
to families suffering from the effects of acute poverty,
helping support missionary families and congregation
support.

To see what more we can accomplish through Christ, visit
the ELCA Website www.elca/goodgifts.com. There are
many so many wonderful stories.

COX XD

HALLOWEEN
PARTY
THANKS!

Thank you to all who
attended, helped out with
& donated goodies to the
Halloween Party. It was
a spook-tacular evening
& the kids had a great
time!

NEW TO TRINITY....A CLOTHING DROP BOX

Do you have used clothing you are
always looking to pass along to
someone in need? Great! Bring it to
Trinity!

A clothing drop box will placed here
at Trinity by St. Pauly Textile, Inc.
It is a shed that will be constructed &
maintained by St. Pauly and any
clothing dropped off will be picked

in need throughout the world.
There is no cost to Trinity. Better
yet, St. Pauly will pay Trinity $40
for every 1,000 pounds of cloth-
ing! Trinity’s only obligations
are to make sure the clothing is
bagged & tied and that any un-
wanted items are disposed of by
us. At this time, the Confirmation
Class of Trinity has agreed to take

responsibility each Sunday so that
any funds received can go into the
Y outh Group bank account.

Please, help out the Youth Group
by telling your friends & family of

our new clothing drop box. Ac-
ceptable item are: Clothing,
Shoes, Belts, Purses, Curtains,

Linens & Blankets.

up regularly to be distributed to those

TRINITY’S LIBRARY

The Library Committee
apologizes for not having
the library operate with a
convenient system of
borrowing books such as a
school library or the Public
Library does, but it does
put everyone on the honor
system. This means you
may remove books from
the library, check it out via
the cards in the basket by
the light switch, and
returning it in a timely
manner. So, if you have
borrowed the book, “Big
Russ and Me”, there are a

few people who have been
looking for it and would
appreciate the borrower to
return it.

This month’s book is
“Primary Colors”, written
anonymously. Seeing that
we have just been through
one of the longest drawn
out campaign seasons,
what better time to pick up
a book written in a
somewhat humorous
fashion to help us better
understand the political
life. This book is about a
young man, Henry Burton,

who is tired of the back-
stabbing way of politics
when he meets another
young man who is running
for the office of governor
in a small southern state.
Henry hopes and believes
whanna-be-governor Jack
Stanton can use him on his
team and from that
experience he will learn
about politics. The
problems and situations
young Henry goes through
soon opens his eyes to the
real world of politics and
he comes to realize that

perhaps this life is not for
him. You will travel
through one experience
after another, some you
can relate to after hearing
so much gossip on the
news, while others will
find you scratching your
head, thinking, “Can
something like this really
happen?” Check out this
book and enjoy the
warmth of your home and
the laughs you will get
from reading this or many
other books available at
Trinity’s Church Library.




TRINITY’S SUNDAY SCHOOL

Many thanks to Chuck Lowder and
Mrs. Teri White for taking pictures
of the Sunday School students.
These photos will soon appear on
the bulletin board in the entrance to
the Fellowship Hall. If your
children were unable to have their
photo taken, please contact Mrs.
Teri White ASAP. We do not want
to overlook any student as these
photos will be inserted into a cross
to show others “The Children of
Jesus™.

The Sunday School students will be
receiving information on an Advent
project, “Socks for Children”. They
will be invited to bring in socks to
hang on a tree placed in the Sunday
School rooms to see which class
brings in the most pairs of socks.
The socks will be taken to Gateway-
Longview for the many children
that are served be the facility.

A suggestion brought up at a
gathering of the Sunday School
staff was that we celebrate Jesus’
birthday in the same way children

celebrate their birthdays, with a
party. On Sunday, December 21st,
the youngsters will share in a time of
celebrating the true meaning of
Christmas- “Christ’s Birthday” with
cake, games, and other activities.
Mark your calendar, you wouldn’t
want your child to miss out on any
part of this celebration!

Also, it has been many years since
the youngsters have led the Epiphany
worship services with a Christmas
Program. This year the children will
be participating in the service
through songs, led by Mrs. Teri
White.

The students have been enjoying a
variety of activities, crafts and even a
puppet show following the regular
class time of 9:30-10:15am. Many
thanks to the parents who arrive a
little early and are willing to pitch in
to make sure the students have
something to take home as a
reminder of the lesson of the day.

At the table of our Lord Jesus
Christ, God nourishes faith,
forgives sin, and calls us to be
witnesses to the Gospel. On
November 9th we celebrated
the first communion of the
following:

Derek Edgar
Matthew Hellenbach
Emily Hornung
Lindsey Hornung
Aaron Infanti
Adam Miller

PRAYER CONCERNS

Please pray for:

Ken Mekeel, Jim
Roehling, Clare Bauer,
Annette Pyc, Chuck
Lowder, Ray Francis,
Ruby Stuber, Robert
Boling, Dale Pohl, Beth
Brummett, David Berpel,
Millie Lotz, Helga Colossi,
Jane Setzer, Gloria Cinotti,
Brittany Cinotti, Richard
Milleville, Phil Nice, Kelly
Clinard, David Hebell,
Pauline Needham, Kelly
Hornung, Hope Piasecki,
Victims of fire in
California

And the families of:
Frederick Aylsworth, Jeff
Putney, Rose Carlsted,

Julie Nawrot, Kitty Fiegl,
The Reverend Robert
Doxey, Ronald Brauen,
Jan Nunn, Francis
Rehwaldt, Merrielaine
Crowe, Matthew Smyth

We remember our
homebound:

Daisy Graff, Margaret
Baker, Bill Nehrboss and
Joshua Schmidt.

:Please feel free to!
update me of prayer:
concerns and/or}
changes, via phone::
542-9828 oremail: i

trinlc@rochester.rr.com :

i or by dropping a note in
: my mailbox.




WORSHIP ASSISTANTS—DEC. 08 - JAN. 09

December 7, 2008
Worship Assistant
Scripture Reader
Communion Assistant
Greeter

Acolyte

December 14, 2008
Worship Assistant
Scripture Reader
Communion Assistant
Greeter

Acolyte

December 21, 2008
Worship Assistant
Scripture Reader
Communion Assistant
Greeter

Acolyte

8:00-Donna Kumpf

10:45-Erik Polkowski

8:00-Brianna Jurewicz 10:45-Rachel Kitt

8:00-Sue Campbell

8:00-Helen Smith
8:00-Paula Kropelin
8:00-Lisa Kaminski

10:45-Shirley Schoenwetter
10:45-Helen Smith
10:45-Samantha Francis

10:45-Diane McMullen
10:45-David McMullen
10:45-Gretchen Bruning
10:45-Jane Dorr

8:00-Shelby Adamczak 10:45-Gina Henley

8:00-Donna Kumpf
8:00-Ruth Knerr
8:00-Mel Knerr

Christmas Eve, December 24, 2008

Worship Assistant
Scripture Reader

4:30 pm-Helen Smith
4:30 pm-Erik Polkowski

10:45-Tammy Johannes
10:45-Candy Kruschke
10:45-Diane Vogt
10:45-Betty Sugg
10:45-Evan Eckerson

10:00 pm-Diane McMullen
10:00 pm-Dale Kruschke

Communion Assistant 4:30 pm-Tammy Johannes 10:00 pm-Diane Vogt

QGreeter

4:30 pm-Helen Smith

December 28, 2008 (One Service)

Worship Assistant
Communion Assistant
Greeter

Acolyte

10:00 pm— Donna Kumpf

10:45-Flo Goeseke
10:45-Lisa Kaminski
10:45-Hornung Family
10:45-Alexandra Eckerson

January 4, 2009
Worship Assistant
Scripture Reader
Communion Assistant

January 11, 2009
Worship Assistant
Scripture Reader
Communion Assistant

January 18, 2009
Worship Assistant
Scripture Reader
Communion Assistant

January 25, 2009
Worship Assistant
Scripture Reader
Communion Assistant

8:00-Donna Kumpf
8:00-Dale Kruschke
8:00-Lisa Kaminski

8:00-Helen Smith
8:00-Sue Campbell
8:00-Paula Kropelin

8:00-Donna Kumpf
8:00-Ruth Knerr
8:00-Mel Knerr

8:00-Helen Smith
8:00-Sharon Waff
8:00-Lisa Kaminski

10:45-Diane McMullen
10:45-David McMullen
10:45-Diane Vogt

10:45-Erik Polkowski
10:45-Candy Kruschke
10:45-Gretchen Bruning

10:45-Flo Goeseke
10:45-Dottie Mekeel
10:45-Shirley Schoenwetter

10:45-Tammy Johannes
10:45-Becky Fix
10:45-Erik Polkowski

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS
gt Helen Smith
12" Aaron Infanti
15" Annette Cinotti
16" Jackie Arndt
17" Nicole Kaminski
22™.  Shirley Schoenwetter
28" Jacqueline Nice
Ray Mommertz
Hanna Skorupski
30" Emma Corbett
31" Merle Coleman Jr.
DECEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES
1= Phil & Jackie Nice
3. Jack & Pam Hornung
10" Mark & Donna Jurewicz
14" Harry & Judy Rowland
26" Gordy & Jane Dorr
29" Dave & Diane McMullen

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

1*- Wendy Schadt
Jim Kidder
2nd- Paul Fix
Dawn McCaffery
3. Annette Pyc
5" Sylvia Hebell
14" Chelsey Schmid
15th - Theresa Skorupski
17th - Thelma Parker
Hank Backes
Justin Blasko
Brian Covell
20th - Brianna Jurewicz
Enrique Coleman
Mark Jurewicz
22nd - Rachelle Cummings
Gretchen Aylsworth
Kiera Palizay
24th - Dawn Smith
26th - Ryan Dorr
27" Keira Palizay
28th - Philip Nice
30" - Phillip Morgante
JANUARY
ANNIVERSARIES
6th- Andy & Diane Edwards

26th- Robert & Tammy Johannes




NIAGARA LUTHERAN
HEALTH SYSTEM

NIAGARA
LUTHERAN

We are writing to THANK YOU FOR
YOUR HELP IN MAKING LAST
CHRISTMAS  SPECIAL for our
residents at the Niagara Lutheran Health &
Rehabilitation Center in Buffalo and the
GreenField Health & Rehabilitation Center in
Lancaster. Thanks to generous contributions from
congregations like yours, we are able to provide a
wide variety of gifts for more than 300 residents in
both homes, including people who found
themselves in the rehabilitation units during the
holidays. I wish you could have seen their faces
light up to know that someone cares about them.
Once again we are asking for your help to
defray the cost of helping us provide a little
holiday happiness for our residents. Checks
should be make out by

Friday, Dec. 12th to:

Niagara Lutheran Health System Guild
c/o Niagara Lutheran Home & Rehabilitation Ctr.
64 Hager Street, Buffalo, NY 14208

In addition to monetary donations, our Activities
Departments are looking for toiletry items to be
used as “stocking stuffers.” Please don’t wrap
these gifts. It makes it easier to identify which
gifts should go to the most appropriate resident.
And, please do not send shampoo, bars of soap
(for sanitary reasons) or the sample sizes received
from hotels. (they are difficult for our residents to
handle). Liquid soaps are fine. These items may
be dropped off at any facility before December 12.
Please mark them “For the Guild” and include a
note identifying the donor.

I’d also like to invite the members of your
congregation to the Guild Christmas Luncheon at
Noon on Thurs. Dec. 11, at Good Shepherd
Lutheran Church (2669 Sheridan Dr. Tonawanda).
This is a fund raiser and theme baskets and door
prizes will be on display. Everyone is invited!
Thank you for whatever help you are able to
provide. It is greatly appreciated!

Yours in Christ.

Florence Doran, President

Niagara Lutheran Health System Guild

HEALTH SYSTEM

N

DON’T FORGET...

When making out your Christmas cards this year,
take one card and send it to the following address. If
everyone sends one card, think of how many cards
these wonderful special people who have sacrificed
so much, would get.

A Recovering American Soldier

c/o Walter Reed Army Medical Center
6900 Georgia Avenue, NW
Washington D.C. 20307-5001
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Trinity Lutheran Church
2008 Council Members and Officers

Terry L. White, Pastor
Mike Kropelin, President

Martin Szinger, Vice President
Donna Kumpf, Secretary
Lisa Kaminski, Treasurer
Gretchen Bruning

Tony Cinotti

Kathy Greiner

Chuck Lowder

Jodi David

Jackie Morgante

Bob Williams

Melissa Polkowski

Diane Vogt, Financial Secretary
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Reverend Terry L. White, Pastor (716) 542-2309

Erin Swiatowy, Office Manager (716) 542-9828
Mike Kropelin, Council President

Charles Lowder, Webservant (585) 547-9862
David Hofmeier/Candy Kruschke, Pianists
David McMullen, Choir Director

Sunday Worship Services: 8:00 am and 10:45 am
Sunday School (ages 3-adult): 9:15 am
Office Hours: Tuesday, Thursday and Friday 9:00 am—1:00 pm

WE’RE ON THE WEB!
WWW.TRINITY-LUTHERAN-CHURCH.ORG
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